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Unfortunately, I have reached an age where I feel pompous enough to offer the younger
generation my thoughts — such as they are — on science, career, and how to proceed in both.

There is a danger that, given the very rapid recent developments (I refer, of course, to “AI”),
any advice I give might lack relevance. In partial defence, I can say that I have seen rapid
developments of this kind before — having programmed a computer with punch cards in my
first year of university. I have also become a heavy user of “Al”, so I feel I may have some
perspective from both sides of history.

To guard against the possibility that what I say lacks credibility, I will intersperse the talk with
old photographs and stories, including some involving my very long and fruitful collaboration
with the Warsaw group, who have influenced me almost from the beginning.



